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Transition Initiatives

Transition Town - Richmond Rivets

Richmond Rivets is a Transition Initiative based in Richmond, California. 
Our focus, like other Transition Initiatives, is to relocalize the essential elements of our community needed to sustain and thrive in a world increasingly challenged by dwindling oil supplies (peak oil), climate change and other disruptive change.
Our vision is of a vibrant, resilient Richmond, California where progress means interdependence, resourcefulness, and plenty for all.
Website - http://www.richmondrivets.org/ 

Contact – transitionrichmond@gmail.com
The Transition Network

The Transition movement began in Great Britain and is spreading rapidly.  This site provides a useful primer on the rationale and practice of Transition Towns.
Website:  http://www.transitionnetwork.org/
Also, here is the website for Transition US with lots of good information about the movement in this country as well as all the official US Transition Towns and those mulling it over.

Website: http://www.transitionus.org/
Food
Urban Tilth 

Urban Tilth cultivates agriculture in west Contra Costa County to help our community build a more sustainable, healthy, and just food system. We work with schools, community-based organizations, government agencies, businesses, and individuals to develop the capacity to produce 5% of our food supply locally.
Projects include planting and maintaining urban food gardens in public spaces, urban farms at local high schools and a “farm your yard” service.
Website - http://www.urbantilth.org/
Contact – admin@urbantilth.org
Richmond Grows Seed Lending Library 

Richmond Grows Seed Lending Library provides free seeds to "borrow" from the main branch of the Richmond Public Library and education about seed saving so people can return the seeds at the end of the harvest.
Website - http://www.richmondgrows.org
Contact – richmondgrows@gmail.com
Eco Village Farms

EcoVillage Farm is a model for growing healthy youth and healthy communities. People are an important part of the environment and we want to broaden the range of people involved in environmental and social justice work to include urban residents and people of various cultural backgrounds. 

Website - http://ecovillagefarm.org/
Contact – Shyaam Shabaka
Communities United Restoring Mother Earth

Creates urban gardens, earth-based products, culinary medicine education, edible landscaping, garden pharmacy/clinic

Contact – earthmotheriyalode@yahoo.com
Farmer's markets

“Act locally” by purchasing produce and other items from local farmers.
Every Friday 11a.m to 5 p.m.
Civic Center Plaza Drive and McDonald Avenue, downtown Richmond

Every Wednesday 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Park Place North of W. Richmond Ave, Point Richmond
Water

The Watershed Project

The Watershed Project aims to connect global thinking to local action by empowering communities to be stewards of our neighborhood waterways, and thus inspire Bay Area communities to understand, appreciate and protect our local watersheds. Projects include public native plant and habitat restoration and classroom and outdoor-based environmental studies in schools.
Website - http://www.thewatershedproject.org/index.html
Contact – info@thewatershedproject.org
Greywater Action

Greywater Action is a group that does education and installations of rainwater harvesting and household greywater systems. Greywater is water from your bathroom sinks, showers, tubs, and washing machines. Using water from sinks, showers and washing machines to irrigate plants, is a way to increase the productivity of sustainable backyard ecosystems that produce food, clean water, and shelter wildlife. 
Website:  http://www.greywateraction.org/
EBMUD

The East Bay Municipal Utilities District’s website has an Environment page with topics such as: Conservation & Recycling, Clean Bay, Habitats, and Climate Change & Sustainability.

Website: http://www.ebmud.com/environment/environment-0
Transportation

Richmond Spokes 

Richmond Spokes encourages cycling as an alternative to driving and builds sustainable green infrastructure. Richmond Spokes empowers, engages, and employs youth through cycling and green industries that benefit our local community. By creating a new youth cycling industry which embodies youth skills development and green entrepreneurship, Richmond Spokes guides each participant to improve their life and the health of our local and global environment. 
Website - http://sites.google.com/a/richmondspokes.org/about/Home
Contact – brian@richmondspokes.org
Public Transportation

Many of us use public transit regularly, and can continue to support these alternatives to cars through knowing three local agencies and making full advantage of their services

BART

Home page:  http://www.bart.gov/
AC Transit

Home Page: http://www.actransit.org/main.wu?r=n
Western Contra Costa County Transit Authority

Home Page: http://www.westcat.org/
Energy

Solar Richmond

Solar Richmond is a nonprofit organization that provides solar installation training, job placement services, and supports consumers who want to go solar in a way that creates jobs for underemployed local residents.

Website - http://www.solarrichmond.org/
Contact – info@solarrichmond.org
Solar installers

There a number of other solar contractors providing alternative energy systems in Richmond.  This page displays a listing of some of them.

Website - http://www.findsolar.com/Directory/CA/richmond-solar-panel-installers.aspx
PG&E

Our local utility of course provides most of us with our home energy supplies.  It’s good to know what resources they have, and how to make use of them.

Home Page:  http://www.pge.com/
Efficiency and green energy:  http://www.pge.com/myhome/saveenergymoney/
Environmental commitment:  http://www.pge.com/myhome/environment/
Economic Development
Freecycle 

The Freecycle Network™ is made up of 4,775 groups with 7,090,000 members across the globe. It's a grassroots, nonprofit movement of people who are giving (& getting) stuff for free in their own towns. It's all about reuse and keeping good stuff out of landfills. Each local group is moderated by a local volunteer. Membership is free.

Website - http://freecycle.org/
Contact – derekreimer@gmail.com
Green jobs

This page acts as a clearinghouse for green employment opportunities in the West County area

http://jobs.cleanedge.com/browse/by/industry/id/17
Richmond Redevelopment Agency

The City website has useful information about economic development projects going on in town.

http://www.ci.richmond.ca.us/index.aspx?NID=97
Housing & Land Use
Community Housing and Development Corp.
CHDC offers a wide spectrum of programs to help households with low incomes strengthen their financial health. They also maintain a focus on revitalization of North Richmond as their headquarters neighborhood. Current programs include: First Time Homebuyers, Education and Counseling, Foreclosure Prevention, Financial Fitness
CHDC is a HUD approved housing counseling agency and a member of NeighborWorks America, a national nonprofit organization chartered by Congress to support community development and revitalization.
Website:  http://www.chdcnr.com/find-housing/index.php

Richmond Equitable Development Initiative (REDI)
The Richmond Equitable Development Initiative (REDI) is a collaborative of advocacy, research and grassroots community based organizations working together in Richmond and throughout the Bay Area on environmental justice and social justice issues. REDI actively supports the need for quality, living-wage jobs and job training programs linked to growth industries and sectors as well as quality, affordable housing options, effective and connected public transportation networks and an overall healthier and cleaner environment. 
Website: http://www.urbanhabitat.org/richmond
Richmond's Community Land Trust

After years of work, the time is right and the political will is in place to support permanent affordable housing in Richmond through the creation of a Community Land Trust.  On September 15, 2009 Richmond Mayor, Gayle McLaughlin, and co-sponsor Councilmember Jeff Ritterman introduced a resolution in support of REDI’s proposed Community Land Trust. 
Website : http://urbanhabitat.org/REDI/newsletter/sept09/clt
Contact: michael@urbanhabitat.org

Villa Sobrante

Villa Sobrante is a household in El Sobrante working on the renovation of a conventionally built 1940s home with natural materials while pushing limits of permits in Contra Costa county; the development and implementation of various living systems; the process of turning 1/3 of an acre into a lush food producing and life supporting home; learning and teaching about ways to live that support a healthy lifestyle and community. 
Website: http://villasobrante.blogspot.com/
Green building resources

This page from the City website lists a number of resources related to sustainable building practices.

http://www.ci.richmond.ca.us/index.aspx?NID=2127
Health & Wellness

West County HEAL Collaborative
Works to create communities where healthy choices are easy, healthy food is accessible, and the street and parks are safe for outdoor exercising such as jogging and bicycling. Specifically, the project aims to reverse chronic obesity and diabetes trends, especially within African-American and Latino populations.  
The project focuses on the conditions of four sectors: the workplace, schools, the community, and healthcare, in order to create a clean, healthy, active environment for the residents of West County.
Website: http://www.nhnr.org/wcheal/index.html
Communities United Restoring Mother Earth

Creates earth-based products, culinary medicine education, edible landscaping, and garden pharmacy/clinic.
Contact – earthmotheriyalode@yahoo.com
City of Richmond

The City of Richmond has many environmental initiatives including information on Climate Change, Energy, Green Building, Waste Management and many other sustainability topics.
Website: http://www.richmondenvironment.org
Sustainability groups in other local communities

Many Bay Area cities and counties have groups dedicated to transition-related activities.  Take a look at the following sites to find ideas and inspiration on transforming Richmond into a leader in the Transition movement.
Sustainable Contra Costa

http://www.sustainablecoco.org/
Transition Albany

http://transitionalbany.org/
Sustainable Lafayette

http://www.sustainablelafayette.net/
Sustainable Fairfax

http://www.sustainablefairfax.org/
PAGE  
5
Richmond Sustainability Groups

July, 2010


